Testimony to the Jefferson County Commissioners Court
On July 19, 2004
by Daniel H. Watanabe

To the Honorable Judge Griffith
    Members of the Commissioners Court of Jefferson County
    Residents of Jefferson County

    My name is Daniel Watanabe.  A third generation Japanese-American, who served as a member of the US Army Occupation Forces in Post War Japan and in the Korean War.  I have been an assistant professor at the New York Medical College (White Plains, NY) and Baylor College of Medicine, and am currently a part-time instructor at the Houston Community College System.  I have been a life-long activist in anti-War, anti-nuclear, and civil rights issues, and during the past 20 years in Houston, I have participated in numerous Asian-American functions.  I take pride as having served as the first president of the Pacific Asian-American Festival ___years ago which brought together all Asian-American groups for the first time in Houston.

    Since July 1st, I have conducted a personal campaign in soliciting Petitions to ask for the name change, and I hereby deliver ________signatures from Texas, and all over the country.

    I have been working with Ms. Sandra Tanamachi and her supporters off and on since 1990 and began to think of a different approach.
    I thought education and better understanding of history of the settlers and residents of Jap Road would be meaningful, and a direct confrontation with the residents would resolve nothing.   Because 1903 was when the first Japanese immigrants arrived in the Webster/Beaumont area, last year and this year marked 100 years of this event.  Let’s celebrate with an enlightened attitude to honor these pioneer families, and truly “honor” these people whom the Jap Road residents readily admit that that was their intention.

    Basically, objection points boil down to….
    1. The name Jap Road has a historical value and it was not a slur when made.
    2. The name Jap Road has sentimental value, after all these years.
        Yes, indeed it has.  Yes, I believe there were no bad intentions
        meant.  
Yes, there would be sentimental values.
So, what if you put up a historical marker and tell that story?
If the name Jap Road insults a fellow American who risked life and
limb to preserve your freedom, what would you do?
     3. The name was to honor a Japanese farmer (named Mayumi).
        If you have ---Road, ----Street, then why not THE ACTUAL 
        FARMER’S NAME “Mayumi”?  You honor a person’s name, not
        a substitute.  There is no honor in a tribute using a slut or insult.
    

 4. There is a cost involved in making a change.
        Well, there is always a cost in change or what we call “Progress for
        the better. There’ve been some changes in the Beuamont area, hasn’t
        there?
    
5. This is no business for outsiders, because residents can make up their
own minds.
             and nobody claims to be a racist/bigot.
        This is an  admirable trait of all Texans, and nobody should push
        anything on you.  Of course in this day of age, you are not a racist.
        Actually, we believe this court of Commissioners recognizes the
        opportunity to make a “correction” of the name without outsiders,
        for the future generations, the City, and the County.

In summary,  the people of Texas are not racist, the people of Beaumont and Jefferson County are not racist, the people residing on Jap Road are not racist, 
but the road sign is.  It is about the sign, not the people living on the street.

You, the Commissioners, can erase that sign, and change it to whatever your people so desire.  We the signatories to this Petition will cheer you on.
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