Honorable Judge Griffith and County Commissioners.  I appreciate this opportunity that you have given me  to speak before you on the matter of Jap Road.  

My name is Sandra Tanamachi, and I am a third generation Texan of Japanese ancestry.  I am proud to be a Texan and equally proud of my Japanese heritage. My roots are right here in Southeast Texas as my paternal grandparents moved here to live in 1921 when my father was seven years old.  On the day they arrived, my uncle, Willie Tanamachi, who is here with us today, was born in the Hotel Deaux.  My father and his siblings attended schools in Beaumont, and my father even played on Beaumont High School’s football team.

I am a former resident of Beaumont.  I lived and taught school here for ten years.

During those ten years, I met many wonderful people, so I know that Jefferson County has good, decent, caring, and hardworking citizens.  It was an honor for me to teach the wonderful children at Blanchette Elementary School. My principal at that time, placed his granddaughter in my second grade classroom, and then at the end of that year, asked me to move to teach the 3rd grade, so that Joanie could be kept in my classroom for another year. I was fortunate enough to named by my staff and faculty as Southwestern Bell Teacher of the Year while teaching at Blanchette. 

The only thing in Jefferson County which caused me pain and anguish was Jap Road, and it still does today, as the word Jap brings feelings of sadness for me and my family. It was used when my mother and her family were forced out of  their homes and placed in horse stalls to live for half a year.  Can any of you imagine your mother’s family being forced to live in a horse stall…for even just one day?  They were then placed in trains and taken clear across the country to live in an internment camp in a desolate place in Arkansas. The word Jap was also used when I was a young child, and I knew that it wasn’t meant to be any type of compliment. 

So, Commissioners, I plead with you to please change Jap Road to a more appropriate name. By changing Jap Road , you commissioners will be demonstrating your wisdom and above all, you will be showing your courage and leadership by doing the right thing. I know that many are concerned that with all of this publicity about the existence of Jap Road and the area’s desire to retain the name will end up reflecting unfavorably on Fannett.

Commissioners, this concern can be effectively laid to rest by simply changing the name of Jap Road.  Changing the name of Jap Road, I believe, will show to the rest of our great country that Fannett residents are indeed sensitive, caring people.  People who are filled with Christian charity and understanding.  People who respect diversity and appreciate the dignity of all persons.  And finally, as people who recognize above all, that we all God’s precious children.

Thank you,

Sandra Tanamachi

Committee to Change J-Road

