Purple text was added during the hearing.  Text in parentheses was omitted.

I’m Micki Kawakami.  Thank you for scheduling this hearing.

My testimony could (mirror) echo many of the (others) letters and emails you have received.  I could tell you about my parents and sister and baby brother in internment camp (they were), my uncles in the 442  (also true), relatives living in TX (we all have them), the racial slurs directed at us through the years (it happens), the pain of this history buried deep, not spoken of.  Having lived in Idaho more than 30 years, I also share living in a state with a reputation or racism – not entirely warranted, as I hope is the case here.

(True, this is my history.  But know these two facts – 

- The future is much more important than the past.

- History is meaningless unless you learn from it.)

Instead, I want to celebrate what is right about this country.  When I campaigned to rename Chinese Peak, formerly called Chinks Peak, I found support crossed all colors, all areas of the country and beyond, all generations.  I found how difficult it is to speak out against being called Chink or Jap or Squaw.  Many contacted me privately instead of publicly supporting me, fearing that repercussions would be too hazardous or too hurtful.  I felt the powerful presence of support of those who felt powerless to change things themselves.

We are not Japs.  The people here are not bigots or racist.  May I suggest you inherited a road named a racist name?  There is common ground here.  Most speakers want to honor the Mayumi family.
(We have been called Japs.  It was a popular term during the WWII years, to name the enemy.)  Whoever said words can’t hurt you have never stood in a person of color’s shoes, never been judged by appearance alone and found less than his fellow man.

In summary, I am mindful that it takes courage to be on either side of this table, yours or yours or yours (gesturing to our supporters, our opposition, and the commission).

(So I’m here) I want to acknowledge that change is difficult, doing the right thing is not always doing the easy thing, and to applaud the commission for undertaking the difficult task of removing this pejorative name from this road, and moving forward into a future which respects everyone and honors all.
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