Good afternoon to _____________________, my name is Thomas Kuwahara, I’m a 3rd generation AJA (American of Japanese Ancestry), I was born and raised in Hawaii, I’m a helicopter pilot and Army Aviator. I serve on active duty for 7 years and am still in the US Army Reserves. I have worked as an offshore pilot for 20 years and worked as an EMS pilot in Idaho, Georgia, La. and Arkansas.

  I came across the sign we are here to discuss in the fall of 1999, it startled me at first, I didn’t believe it , not in the state that had the men of the 100/442 RCT honorary Texans. I turned around and back tracked to see the sign again, to my sorrow, my eyes were fine. It didn’t take me long to decide to do something, it took me awhile to figure a strategy.

  Why is this word so loathsome to me? I’m a student of history, I’ve read most of the books of the Japanese in Hawaii, and most of the stories of the 100/442RCT. The men of the 100/442 RCT are my roll models, my heroes, they are of my mother’s, father’s, aunts and uncles generation, many of whom served in the US Army. In reading the many books and account of family and friends of this era, one thing they wouldn’t put up with was this slur, which many a bigot found out if he utter that slur. The combat record of the 100/442 RCT, Military Intelligence Service, and the many other AJA military units, silenced the people who questioned the Americanness of AJA, this came at a high price for the soldiers and to the AJA on the West coast sent to Concentration Camps. 

  In 1951, I believe Hollywood in an effort to apologize for a very inaccurate portals of AJA’s and to honor the 100/442 RCT produced the movie “ Go  For Broke “ starring Van Johnson,  he I would say is  of the stature of  Tom Hanks is today, so this was a big deal. The 2 messages I get from this movie are, these men are outstanding American Soldiers and they don’t like being referred by the slur.

  I’d like to recognize some of the people that have labored in what I believe is a very noble effort. The courageous and gallant men of what many Americans call the Greatest Generation, they have written very personal letters describing how hurtful the slur is and how changing the sign to a name that truly honors would be much appreciated. The support of these Vets is both humbling and sorrowful, sorrowful in that they had to pour their heart out in describing how hurtful the word is and finding out being made Honorary Texans doesn’t count for much. Many of the Vets live in states that used the slur often in the war years, I believe these type signs have been removed from the Western States.

  I’d like to thank Kelly Kuwayama and Marion Ferguson for making the effort to attend,  like many WWII Vets, they are not in the best of health, about 1500 WWII are dieing every day. I’d like to thank Jodi Bernstein and Dena Marks of the ADL, their group lives up to its name. In this list I’d like to include Mr._____ Flores with LULAC, Mr. Sam Bean with NAACP , Mr. Raymond Wong with OCA, Mr. Terry Shima & Grant Ichikawa with JAVA  and the many Orgs and individuals who pitched in. These are the kind of people who make me proud to be an American.

