Hello.  I'm Martin Cominsky, the Southwest Regional Director of the
Anti-Defamation League.  Our region covers all of Southern Texas, including
the Golden Triangle, and we are honored to have ADL board members who live
and work in Jefferson County.

For 91 years, ADL has combated bigotry and prejudice and promoted positive
inter-group relations among all people.  We are proud that Beaumont was one
of the earliest cities in the nation to implement ADL's A World of
Difference anti-bias program in the schools and community.  We are proud to
have provided hate crimes training to law enforcement officers in the area.
And we are proud to help victims of hate and bigotry who have sought our
help throughout this region, including James Byrd, Jr.'s family.  ADL cares
about Jefferson County and its people.  

We believe that Jefferson County citizens are respectful and caring people
and we don't want to see this county branded as racist and bigoted because
of Jap Road.  That kind of reputation can only be harmful to the county, its
people and its businesses.  

The American Heritage Dictionary says "Jap" is used to disparage a person of
Japanese birth or descent.  There is no getting around the fact that the
word is a racial slur that stigmatizes and demeans Japanese-Americans. While
some people in Jefferson County know that the road was originally meant to
honor the Japanese-Americans who settled the area, sixty years later most
people don't know the original intentions were so noble.

At the beginning of the 21st century, keeping a racial slur on a public road
sends a message of hostility and contempt to many Jefferson County citizens
and says to the rest of the world - however unintentionally -- that racism
and bigotry are tolerated here.  We know that such racism and bigotry is not
your intention.

Therefore, the ADL respectfully requests that the commissioners exercise
their leadership and their responsibility, even in the face of opposition,
to remove this racial slur from the public streets and to demonstrate that
Jefferson County will never condone racism and bigotry.

By your actions today, we hope you will help make Jefferson County No Place
for Hate.

