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RESOLUTION 1

A RESOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE RELATING TO TEXAS ROAD NAMES

Whereas, there are landmarks such as roads in Texas formerly named “Jap Road” in Jefferson County and currently named “Jap Lane” in Orange County, which convey to residents and visitors the impression that the county condones racial bias and discrimination against people of Japanese ancestry; and 
Whereas the site of the former Jap Road in Jefferson County was settled by brothers, Yoshio and Yasuo Mayumi in 1906, and the site of Jap Lane in Orange County was settled by the colony led by Kichimatsu Kishi in 1907; and

Whereas “Jap” is a racial slur, which has been used to demean and dehumanize people of Japanese ancestry, and during World War II, the term was used to vilify the enemy thereby affecting the manner in which Japanese Americans were perceived in the face of unrelenting racism; and

Whereas on July 28, 1986 the U.S. Congress passed Congressional Resolution 290, which sated that the term “Jap” is racially offensive and recognizes “Jpn.” as the appropriate abbreviation for the words “Japan” and “Japanese;” and

Whereas on April 28, 1993, Hon. James P. Turner, then the Acting Assistant Attorney General in the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice stated that “it is crucial that [Jap Road] be changed to reflect the progress our nation has made in civil rights, rather than continue to perpetuate bigotry and prejudice;” and  

Whereas, through the years numerous concerned organizations have joined the Committee to Change Jap Road in an effort to rename the road including the Anti-Defamation League, District 8 of League of United Latin American Citizens, Urban League, Organization of Chinese Americans, National Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium, the Asian Pacific American Heritage Association, American Jewish Committee, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the Go For Broke National Veterans Association, 36th Infantry Division Association, among others; and

Whereas, through the diligent efforts of individuals such as Sandra Tanamachi Nakata and others, the Jefferson County Commissioners Court voted to change the name of Jap Road on July 19, 2004, which the residents later named Boondocks Road; and 

Whereas, the Orange County Historical Society in January 2004 voted unanimously to recommend changing “Jap Lane” in Orange County to “Kishi Lane” and made their recommendation to precinct commissioners, and yet, a poll of the local residents found 70% against changing the name of the road; now therefore

Be It Resolved, that the National Council of the Japanese American Citizens League reaffirms its belief that the continued use of the term “Jap” as a road name dishonors the memory of the Japanese Americans who have lived in and significantly contributed to the well-being of Orange County in Texas, thereby necessitating a change in the name of “Jap Lane” to Kishi Lane”; and  

Be It Further Resolved, that the National Council of the Japanese American Citizens League thanks and commends the Jefferson County Commissioners Court for their decision to remove “Jap Road” as a place name in Jefferson County, Texas; and 

Be It Further Resolved, that the National Council of the Japanese American Citizens League supports renaming landmarks and other place names bearing the term “Jap” or any other derogatory name; and 

Be It Further Resolved, that the Japanese American Citizens League through its staff, district councils and chapters will actively support efforts to rename the road in Orange County, Texas.

Adopted as amended by the National Council of the JACL

August 13, 2004

